
.107. 

Enslavement 



.108. 

Guangzhou City, Dongshan District detention center – a cell modified from a storage room used to de-
tain and enslave Falun Gong practitioners. 

 
A painting by a female Falun Gong practitioner depicting her own tragic experiences.  She was de-

tained, beaten and force-fed unknown substances numerous times. Her husband was forced by the authorities 
to divorce her, and she is currently homeless. All of this pain was inflicted on her because of one thing: her 
peaceful petition to the PRC Government to stop the persecution of Falun Gong. 
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The African Slave Trade, Hitler’s Concentration Camps, and the Soviet Gulags, all 
added together, amounts to the sinister quality of PRC’s laogai system – the system of 
“education and rectification through forced labor”. 

 
This evil system is by far the most employed apparatus in the PRC government’s per-

secution of Falun Gong. 
 
There is certainly no lack of information on China’s laogai system. Studies by human 

rights activists and western scholars indicate that, with 1,200 labor camps holding long-term 
prisoners and tens of thousands of detention centers incarcerating short-term detainees, the 
vast extrajudicial laogai system enslaves 16 to 20 million Chinese people to produce a long 
list of goods for the international market under appalling conditions.  

 
What Falun Gong practitioners have further revealed is the absolute cruelty in the 

Chinese laogai system which evades academic description. Hundreds of thousands of Falun 
Gong practitioners have been incarcerated in labor camps and detention centers since the 
start of the PRC government’s persecution of Falun Gong. At great risk to their lives, these 
practitioners continue to send firsthand information on the torture, execution, and slave ex-
ploitation of prisoners throughout China. Their tear- and blood-filled reports add “texture” 
and “content” to what we know about the Chinese laogai system, the most cruel system 
against humanity. 

 
The laogai system is a machine of genocide. The majority of the thousands of deaths of 

Falun Gong practitioners have occurred in labor camps and detention centers. 
 
The laogai system is a machine of torture. The guards of the Masanjia Labor Camp, 

for example, openly shout at Falun Gong practitioners: “Here is the living hell.” With the in-
struction from the central government that “No measure is too excessive against Falun 
Gong,” the types of tortures used in the labor camps and detention centers are only limited by 
the imaginations of demonic minds, and the amount of pain inflicted is limited only by the 
death of the victim.  

 
The laogai system is a machine of corporate fascism. With no worry about the source 

and availability of slaves, the captive workforce is driven to the limit, regardless of whether 
the prisoners are sick, disabled from being beaten, or weakened by the intolerable conditions. 

There is no living condition to consider in labor camps and detention centers, as any 
improvement in conditions will subtract from profit. Prisoners are simply treated as 
objects from which to extract the maximum amount of labor, to be released when half-
dead, and replaced with new ones. 
 
Unfortunately, the laogai system is fueled, at least in part, by western businesses and 
corporations. On paper, the import of forced labor products is illegal in western coun-
tries. In practice, however, there is practically nothing compelling the Chinese govern-
ment to reveal the existence of forced labor and the export of goods made by forced  
labor. There have been many incidents of Chinese Falun Gong practitioners who are 
residents of western countries, and yet who were detained and forced to make  
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products for export when they went back to visit China. When western journalists called 
China to confirm such stories, oftentimes they would get affirmative answers from those 
Chinese detention centers! 

 
The courage of Falun Gong practitioners has undisputedly revealed the existence of  

a large-scale modern  slavery in China. It took the American Civil War to put a moral end 
to U.S. Slavery, WWII to end Hitler’s Concentration Camps, and the Cold War to end the 
Soviet Gulags. No one knows what it will take to eradicate the Chinese laogai. However, 
only the greed and self-interest of western businesses and corporations can prevent us from 
pulling the plug of foreign currencies flowing into the Chinese Labor Camps. 

 
We have described torture and execution of Falun Gong practitioners in labor camps 

and detention centers in a previous chapter. In this chapter, we will concentrate on the 
hard labor Falun Gong practitioners have been forced to perform while incarcerated in labor 
camps and detention centers. 
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1. Wang Youju, female, 64, a retired Assistant Dean 
of the Dalian School of Adult Health in Wafang-
dian City, Liaoning Province 

 
Location: The Wafangdian Detention Center, Dalian 
City, Liaoning Province 

 
On July 22, 2000, local police arrested Ms. 

Wang Youju and sent her to the Wafangdian Deten-
tion Center because she refused to renounce Falun 
Gong. Despite her advanced age, guards at the deten-
tion center forced Ms. Wang  to make toothpicks every 
day from early morning until late at night. She was 
not allowed to eat or sleep until she finished the as-
signed workload. Ms. Wang was visibly weakened 
from the intensive labor and the abusive treatment. 
At the time she was to be released on July 31, 2000, 
Ms. Wang began to shiver uncontrollably and felt se-
vere chest pain. Her condition worsened quickly to the 
point  of not even being able to stand up. She had to 
be taken to the emergency room for medical treatment. 
That night, Ms. Wang died at the Wafangdian Deten-
tion Center.  
 
 
2. Chen Jiafu, male, 44, a teacher at the Polytech-

nic School in Dalian City, Liaoning Province  
 
Location: Dalian Labor Camp, Dalian City, Liaoning 
Province 

 

Mr. Chen Jiafu was sentenced to the Dalian La-
bor Camp in October 1999 because he petitioned the 
government to end the persecution of Falun Gong 
practitioners. In the labor camp, Mr. Chen was forced 
to remove hot bricks with his bare hands from hot 
brick kilns. The labor was very intensive, requiring  
Mr. Chen to bend over approximately 10,000 times a 
day with no breaks. He was markedly weakened by 
the hard labor, started to have blood in his stools, and 
could not even stand still. Even so, he was forced to 
continue this strenuous task day after day. In Septem-
ber 2000, Mr. Chen was so weakened that he was 
transferred from the labor camp to the Dalian Indoc-
trination Center. 

 
A few months later, he was sent back to Dalian 

Labor Camp. This time, Mr. Chen was locked in a 
small 4 foot high room that could only fit one person. 

His hands were handcuffed to the ceiling of the cell. If 
he fell asleep, his whole body weight pulled on his 
wrists. On the night of July 1, 2001, Mr. Chen died 
from this continued torture and from the terrible 
forced labor conditions.  
 
 
3. Wan Guifu, male, 58, retired engineer from the 

No. 2 Auto Repair Factory, Lanzhou City, Gansu 
Province. He lived in Building No. 11 of the No. 4 
Residence District of the No. 2 Engine Factory, 
Yang Jiaqiao Area, Qilihe District, Lanzhou City, 
Gansu Province 

 
Location: 

1.  The Xiguoyuan Detention Center, Lanzhou 
City, Gansu Province 

2.  Kangtai Hospital (a labor camp hospital), 
Dashaping, Lanzhou City, Gansu Province 

 

Local police arrested Mr. Wan Guifu at the end 
of April 2001 because he was distributing Falun Gong 
flyers. He was sent to the Xiguoyuan Detention 
Center. There, Mr. Wan was forced to work 20 hours a 
day cracking open large-size watermelon seeds using 
his teeth and removing the shells with his fingers. The 
intensive labor quickly made Mr. Wan’s lips swollen, 
his nails cracked, and his fingers bloody. Because of 
the injuries and his old age, Mr. Wan was often 
unable to complete his workload. The guards often 
incited other inmates to punish Mr. Wan. Such torture 
continued until this previously healthy man was 
unable to stand. 

 

To avoid the responsibility of having Mr. Wan 
die in custody, the guards sent him to the Kangtai 
Hospital (a labor camp hospital). This has been their 
usual course of action. At least three other 
practitioners, including Liu Lanxiang (female) and 
Zhang Fengyun (female), have died in this hospital. 
The labor camp officials then claim that such deaths 
in the hospital are from natural causes. The hospital 
does not care for, or even give emergency treatment to 
these dying practitioners. On the morning of 
December 17, 2001, during the third day of his 
hospitalization, Mr. Wan died. 

Death from Forced Hard Labor 
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Masanjia Labor Camp 
 

Location: Masanjia Labor Camp, Shenyang City, 
Liaoning Province 
 

The Masanjia Labor Camp, is notorious for its 
heinous crimes against Falun Gong practitioners. In 
one incident that was reported by several news agen-
cies, 18 female practitioners were stripped naked and 
thrown into the cells of male criminals. There also 
have been reports of multiple deaths of Falun Gong 
practitioners in this labor camp. 

 
The Masanjia Labor Camp is a fascist camp for 

the purpose of enslaving prisoners to perform labor for 
profit. Prisoners must work for extended hours under 
the most appalling conditions. The main “business” of 
the women’s section of the Masanjia Labor Camp is 
textile production. Not only are the detainees not paid, 
but also their work hours and workloads are pushed 
to the limit to “boost productivity and profits.” The 
No.1 Female Camp is known to outsiders as the 
“Shenyang Yihua Clothes Factory.” Among its 
products, are exported goods, such as casual wear, 
sports suits, and pajamas. Their handicrafts are also 
exported. They make products for individual retailers 
such as the “Wuai Market” in Shenyang City. Their 
product lines include brand-name sportswear and 
down-filled coats carrying the brand name “Jia Yuan.” 

 
Falun Gong practitioners from 14 years of age 

to over 60 have been forced to do intensive labor in the 
labor camp. They are routinely forced to work 14-16 
hours a day, with no days off. Sometimes when there 
is a big order, they are forced to work for 36 hours 
nonstop. The guards in the labor camp have complete 
control over the workload of the prisoners, arbitrarily 
depriving them of lunch, dinner, or sleeping time in 
order to extract more work from them. 

 
Falun Gong practitioners live in the most 

inhumane conditions. There is no bathroom in the 
camp. They are not allowed to brush their teeth, or to 
wash, shower, or change their clothes. Even the time 
for using the toilet is limited. The food given is 
minimal and is often rotten. The horrendous 
conditions and excessive workload damage the health 
of the practitioners. Many have swollen legs and 
experience irregular menstruation. Some even develop 

atrophy of their buttocks due to the extensive hours of 
being forced to sit still and work. Due to exhaustion, 
some have even fainted while working. However, no 
matter what physical conditions they are in, and no 
matter what the state of their health, they are not 
spared from the hard labor. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

1. Forced to Make Clothing for Export  
 

Zhou Yanchun, female, 33, product Inspector of the 
Shenyang Antibiotic Factory 104 workshop (illegally 
dismissed because she practices Falun Gong), resident 
of Haiwang Street construction working committee, 
New Town District, Shenyang City, Liaoning Province, 
ID number: 210113680412642 

 
On October 14, 1999, police arrested Ms. Zhou 

Yanchun when she went to Beijing to appeal to the 
central government to stop persecuting Falun Gong 
practitioners. On October 31, Ms. Zhou was impris-
oned at the Masanjia Labor Camp. 

 

In the labor camp, Ms. Zhou was forced to make 
products for export, such as clothing, handicrafts, and 
embroidered goods, for the “Xinghua Clothing Manu-
facturer.” She was forced to work from 6 a.m. to 9 p.m., 
and sometimes even until midnight, with no breaks, 
no weekends off, and no compensation. Her hands 
were often swollen and covered with blood blisters, 
and her finger joints ached from the strenuous work. 
She was only given a limited amount of mildewed 
cornbread to eat. Her health declined rapidly. Due to 
the long work hours and appalling conditions, her face 
and eyes were swollen and she suffered intense ab-
dominal pain. Yet, she was still not allowed to take 
any breaks. If she ever slumped over from weariness 
or showed signs of fatigue, she would be shocked with 
electric batons by the guards. 

Cases of Forced Labor in China’s Labor Camps 

The trademark of a product produced in Masanjia. 

Cases of Forced Labor in China’s Labor Camps 



.113. 

2. Forced to Work for Extended Hours to 
Make Products for Export  

 
Falun Gong practitioners, including Ms. Liu 

Fengmei, Ms. Cui Yaning, Ms. Xie Baofeng, Ms. 
Dong Guixia, Ms. Jiang Wei, Xu sisters, Ms. Li 
Ping, Ms. Luo Li, Ms. Li Yingxuan, Ms. Li Zemei, 
Ms. Bai Shuzhen, have been illegally imprisoned at 
the Masanjia Labor Camp due to the central 
government’s persecution of Falun Gong practitioners. 
Some of them have already served their full sentences, 
but the authorities refuse to release them because 
they will not renounce Falun Gong. 

 
The practitioners are forced to work from 6 a.m. 

to 12 a.m., making clothing, handicrafts, and embroi-
dery for export. They have no breaks, no weekends off, 
and no compensation. Sometimes they are forced to 
work for as long as 36 hours without a break. From 
March 7 to 12, 2000, they were forced to work on a 
batch of products that were waiting to be immediately 
shipped overseas because the customer had a rush or-
der. On March 11, 2000, they were informed that they 
would have to work overtime. They were forced to 
work non-stop from 6:30 a.m. on March 11, 2000 to 4 p.
m. on March 12, 2000 (totaling 33.5 hours). However, 
on March 12, they had not been able to finish the as-
signed work. To punish them, the guards did not allow 
them to eat lunch. In addition, the guards beat or 
shocked the practitioners with electric batons.  

 
3. Forced to Work for 31 Hours Nonstop 

 
Falun Gong practitioners detained in the No. 3 team 
of the No. 1 Division at the women’s section of the Ma-
sanjia Labor Camp 

 
On March 7, 2001, the No. 3 team of the No. 1 

division of the women’s section of the labor camp re-
ceived a batch of yellow, nylon-silk material for mak-
ing exported casual wear. Falun Gong practitioners 
detained in this team were ordered to make 300 gar-
ments in five days. The guards forced practitioners to 
work from 8:30 a.m. on March 11, to 4 p.m. on March 
12, 31.5 hours nonstop. The practitioners were not al-
lowed to leave their sewing machines and work 
benches for a day and a night. Totally ignoring their 
exhaustion and hunger, the guards kept threatening, 
cursing, and beating them, forcing practitioners to 
continue to work. The guards even forced the practi-
tioners to skip meals. 

 

Dalian Yaojia Detention Center 
and Dalian Labor Camp 

 
Location: Dalian Yaojia Detention Center and Dalian 
Labor Camp, Dalian City, Liaoning Province 

 

Falun Gong practitioners are tortured, forced to 
live in inhumane, unsanitary conditions, and are 
forced to do hard labor for extended hours at Dalian 
Labor Camp in Dalian City. More than 130 Falun 
Gong practitioners are forced to live in rooms only 60 
square meters in size. In the hot summer, foul smells 
fill the air. The practitioners are not allowed to brush 
their teeth, go to the toilet, take a shower, or change 
clothes. Infectious diseases are rampant. The food is 
extremely bad and often mildewed and sour. Some-
times the team leaders of the camp give electric ba-
tons and other torture tools to the criminal prisoners 
and instruct them to beat the Falun Gong practitio-
ners. Whoever beats the practitioners is rewarded 
with a reduced sentence. Practitioners Mr. Liu 
Yonglai, Mr. Chen Jiafu, and Ms. Sun Lianxia 
were tortured to death at the Dalian Labor Camp. 

 

In the Dalian Yaojia Detention Center, the 
guards use various means to torture the Falun Gong 
practitioners including handcuffing them to the win-
dow bars, exhorting or demanding criminal inmates to 
beat them, and shackling them with a device called 
“Di Lao” in which their hands and feet are chained to 
a heavy steel frame 20 inches high and 15 inches wide. 
Practitioners are forced to do all kinds of hard labor. 
Ms. Chi Yulian was tortured to death at the Dalian 
Yaojia Detention Center. 
 
 
1. Tortured and Forced to Work 15 

Hours a Day 
 

Ding Defu, male, 41, born November 26, 1960, a 
driver for the Dalian City East Second Electric Com-
pany, lives at 288-605, Huangpu Road, Lingshui 
Bridge, Shahe District, Dalian City, Liaoning Province 

 
Mr. Ding Defu was arrested at work on July 7, 

2000, for refusing to renounce Falun Gong. Policeman 
Lin Hai took him to the Dalian Yaojia Detention Cen-
ter (also called the Dalian Detention Center). On Au-
gust 4, 2000, Mr. Ding was transferred to the Dalian 
Labor Camp. Before his arrest, Mr. Ding was a 
healthy man without any diseases. However, because 
of the unsanitary conditions in the labor camp (there 
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was no separation of the prisoners with infectious dis-
eases), Mr. Ding was stricken with a severe skin dis-
ease and his whole body was covered with scabies. 
Sometimes Mr. Ding was not allowed to shower for a 
month and could not drink water for a whole day. 
Without giving any care for Mr. Ding’s physical condi-
tion, the police forced him to wrap copper loops on 
electronic equipment for 10 to 15 hours a day. When 
he could not finish a large assignment, he was beaten 
and not allowed to sleep. One time, Mr. Ding was 
forced to work for 15 - 20 hours a day, from 5:30 a.m. 
to 11 p.m., assembling ballpoint pens, which were la-
beled “Made in Korea.”  

 
In November 2000, there were festering sores 

all over Mr. Ding’s body, including his genitals. How-
ever, he was still forced to do hard labor, which in-
cluded lifting 500 to 600 bags of beans a day, each 
weighing 50 kg. The strenuous work caused his sores 
to break open, leaving stains all over his underwear. 
Mr. Ding was suffering extreme pain and could not 
sleep at night. The chiefs of both the Dalian Yaojia 
Detention Center and the labor camp often told Mr. 
Ding that if he renounced his belief in Falun Gong, he 
would not suffer any longer. 

 
2. Tortured and Forced to Work more 

than 16 Hours a Day 
 

Jin Tingdong male, 38, born on December 28, 1964, 
an instructor of the Dalian Sea Transportation Insti-
tution, and a resident at 101, No. 66, Langhua Street, 
Shahekou District, Dalian City, Liaoning Province.  

 
On July 7, 2000, Mr. Jin Tingdong was arrested 

for refusing to renounce Falun Gong and was sent to 
the Dalian Yaojia Detention Center. The living condi-
tions at the detention center were terrible. Mr. Jin 
was forced to live in a room of only 40 square meters 
with nearly 30 people, including hospital patients who 
had hepatitis or scabies. The sanitary conditions were 
very bad. The dishes were dirty. Prisoners could not 
brush their teeth, take showers or change their 
clothes. The quality of Mr. Jin’s meals was very poor 
and he almost never had enough to eat. The drinking 
water was also dirty and in very limited supply. Some-
times, Mr. Jin did not get any water to drink for an 
entire day. On August 4, 2000,  Mr. Jin was trans-
ferred to the Dalian Labor Camp where he was forced 
to work over 16 hours a day, from 6 a.m. to 10 p.m..  
Mr. Jin was in good health before he was arrested. Af-
ter one year of forced labor in the labor camp, he be-
came very weak and his body was covered with sca-
bies. 

 
In the labor camp, Mr. Jin was forced to assem-

ble ballpoint pens that were labeled, "Made In Korea." 
For ten to fifteen hours a day, he was forced to wrap 
copper wire for all kinds of electronic equipment. He 
was also given a large quota. Though he did his best, 
he could barely meet the quota each day. He was 
beaten, sworn at, and often deprived of sleep for long 
periods.  

 
Starting on August 10, 2000, Mr. Jin was forced 

to work with the kiln to make bricks. His work also 
included heavy physical construction-style work such 
as digging with a pickaxe, lifting and carrying such 
resources as loess (fine-grained deposits of silt), min-
eral stone, and stone powder. Every morning, Mr. Jin 
had to get up at 4:30 a.m. to clean the cell corridors 
and the stairwell. He arrived for work at 5:50 a.m. 
and started to work at 6 a.m. sharp. Mr. Jin was not 
given a break until 11:30 a.m. At 12:30 p.m., he began 
working again until 6 p.m. or sometimes 7:30 p.m. 
(before going back for dinner). When he got very tired 
and worked slowly, the guards or the captain would 
curse at him and beat him.  

 
Mr. Jin had to work two different shifts: one 

week of days and another week of nights. The evening 
shift started at 7 p.m. and went until 6 a.m. There 
were no exceptions, regardless of the weather, and 
there was no protection from the sun, rain, or snow. 
Because of the unsanitary conditions, Mr. Jin’s sca-
bies became very serious. His entire body was covered 
with pus from festering wounds. Still, he had to con-
tinue to work. 

 
Starting on December 5, 2000, Mr. Jin’s major 

work duties included picking beans, lifting and mov-
ing big bags of beans, and stacking the bags. The in-
tensity and length of time that he had to work also in-
creased. Every day, he was forced to work on a planta-
tion from 5:30 a.m. to 9 p.m. (sometimes even as late 
as midnight). He was allotted thirty minutes for his 
meals (ten minutes per meal). He was allowed no 
other breaks. 

 
The chiefs from both the Dalian Yaojia Deten-

tion Center and the labor camp often told Mr. Jin that 
if he renounced Falun Gong, he would not have to suf-
fer any longer. 
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Heizuizi Women’s Labor Camp 
 

Location: Heizuizi Women’s Labor Camp, Chang-
chun City, Jilin Province 
 
Slave Labor is Used to Produce  
Miniature Japanese Figurines 

 
The Heizuizi Women’s Labor Camp in Chang-

chun City, Jilin Province is notorious for its torture of 
Falun Gong practitioners. The guards at the labor 
camp publicly claim that “This is hell on earth” and 
use various cruel and degrading ways of torture to try 
to force the practitioners to renounce Falun Gong.  

 
The harsh treatment of Falun Gong practitio-

ners in Heizuizi Women’s Labor Camp has routinely 
included detention incommunicado, hard labor for 18 
to 19 hours a day, sleep deprivation for a week or 
longer, solitary confinement, and savage beatings. 
Shock with electric batons is so common that the 
guards regard it as a matter of "electric policy." The 
guards sometimes shock a practitioner with multiple 
batons simultaneously for a long time, to the point 
where the smell of burnt flesh fills the air. Sometimes 
the guards force an electric baton into a practitioner's 
mouth to shock her. This often leads to the disfiguring 
of one's face. A particular degrading torture is the 
"death bed" where one is stripped naked or wears only 
a T-shirt and is handcuffed and shackled to an iron 
bed. Movement is completely restricted, leading to 
painful muscular atrophy. The release of stool and 
urine is on the iron bed, resulting in unsanitary condi-
tions. Often the practitioner is also left in a freezing 
storage room. When practitioners resort to hunger 
strikes to protest the inhuman treatment, they are of-
ten subjected to force-feeding. Injections of nerve-
damaging chemicals has also been used for torture. 
Practitioner Ms. Yin Shuyun was tortured to death 
at the Heizuizi Women’s Labor Camp. 

 
The Heizuizi Women’s Labor Camp is seriously 

violating international treaties signed by China. The 
guards force people in the labor camp to manufacture 
products for export. Companies exporting products 
made in China are using slave labor to manufacture 
their goods. For example, Falun Gong practitioners in 
Group 6 at the Heizuizi Labor Camp produce minia-
ture Japanese human figurines for export to Japan. 
Other teams produce miniature birds and other items 
for export to western countries such as the U.K. and 
the U.S. Companies that pay wages to their workers 
cannot compete with Chinese goods made with slave 

labor. Furthermore, there is no incentive for China to 
stop using slave labor when so many people profit 
from this abuse. 

 
 

Xiguoyuan Detention Center 
 

Location: Xiguoyuan Detention Center, Lanzhou 
City, Gansu Province 
 
1. Practitioner Tortured and Forced to 

Crack Melon Seeds with Teeth 
 

Li Mingyi, male, resident of Qilihe area, Lanzhou 
City, Gansu Province 

 
In February 2000, Mr. Li Mingyi was arrested 

and imprisoned at the Xiguoyuan Detention Center in 
Lanzhou City for 3 months. He endured various forms 
of inhumane treatment there. He was held, along with 
criminals, in a small cell that was so overcrowded that 
he was only able to sleep on his side at night.  

 

The prison authorities made Mr. Li work for 
the well-known foreign capital enterprise, Gansu 
"Zhenlin" Melon Seeds. He was forced to remain 
squatting and crack open melon seeds with his teeth, 
and then remove the shells with his fingers for more 
than 12 hours a day. He was only allowed to stop 
working during lunch and supper. Every day, he was 
given only a small amount of steamed buns and boiled 
noodles. When Mr. Li could not finish the large 
quantity of seeds they gave him to shell, prison guards 
ordered criminal prisoners to beat him. Because of the 
long hours of labor and high intensity of the work, Mr. 
Li's two index fingers and thumbs became deformed 
with very thick calluses. His lips frequently became 
extremely swollen and several of his teeth were 
injured from cracking open the seeds. However, even 
though he had these injuries, he was still not allowed 
to rest. Because this type of labor is illegal, the work 
would be temporarily suspended whenever the 
detention center officers received notice of planned 
visits from certain leaders or media reporters. Mr. Li 
and other prisoners would be told to clean up the work 
area. All of the unshelled melon seeds would be 
bundled together and hidden. Mr. Li and the others 
would be issued newspapers. They were told to sit in 
rows and pretend to read the newspapers. As soon as 
the inspection ended, they would be forced to return to 
work. 
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2. Professor Tortured and Forced to 
Crack Melon Seeds with Teeth 

 
Guo Shoujun, male, 36, a teacher at the Northwest 
Normal University with a doctorate degree, Lanzhou 
City, Gansu Province 

 
In February 2000, Dr. Guo Shoujun and his 

wife, Prof. Yang Yongli, were arrested after they went 
to Beijing to hold up a banner that said, "Falun Gong 
is Good." Two months later, Prof. Yang was released 
after being fined 10,000 Yuan. Dr. Guo has been held 
at the Xiguoyuan Detention Center in Lanzhou City, 
where he has been forced to perform intensive manual 
labor for nearly 2 years. 

 

On December 6, 2000, the Anning District 
Court had a “public trial” for Dr. Guo. The fabricated 
charge was “using a sect organization to damage the 
law.” In May 2001, after being illegally detained for 15 
months, he was secretly sentenced to a three-year jail 
term but is still being detained at the Xiguoyuan 
Detention Center. 

 

The conditions at the detention center are 
extremely harsh. In the summer, Dr. Guo and other 
inmates had to meet a quota, producing between 1.5 
kg. and 2 kg. (3.3 to 4.4 lb.) of melon seeds each day. 
The work usually starts at 7 a.m.. The procedure is to 
use the side of one’s teeth to open up a small crack in 
the shell, then take it out of one’s mouth and use one’s 
fingers to pick out the seed inside. Dr. Guo and the 
other inmates had to perform the work in a squatting 
position for nearly five hours straight. After lunch, 
they had to resume the work and meet the quota, or 
they were not allowed to go to sleep. Like many other 
inmates, Dr. Guo’s fingers were bloody, and some of 
his  fingernails had been peeled away. Yet, they were 
still forced to work. 

 

In the winter, Dr. Guo and other inmates had 
to pick out the best-quality seeds from 3.5 kg. (7.7 lb.) 
bags every day. They were forced to work from 7 a.m. 
to 5 p.m. in a squatting position outside, where the 
temperature often fell below –18ºC (0ºF). Anyone who 
could not meet the quota was beaten or punished in 
other ways. Many inmates suffered from cold sores in 
the winter. As a result of the inhumane living condi-
tions, the death rate among inmates is quite high. 

 

About 100 Falun Gong practitioners were 
detained and forced to work at the Xiguoyuan  
Detention Center. They were routinely locked up for 

several additional months, even after their terms were 
completed. Dr. Guo Shoujun has been forced to remain 
in detention for almost two years now, during which 
time his family has never been allowed to visit him. 

 

Dr. Guo was an outstanding researcher and 
teacher at his university. He was the winner of many 
research grants from the Gansu Province Young 
Researcher’s Fund, and was in charge of a number of 
medical and pharmaceutical research projects under 
the Ministry of Technology. He was also a key 
researcher at the New Technology Development 
Project at the university. Because he is a Falun Gong 
practitioner, he has been illegally detained for a pro-
longed period and has been forced to pick out melon 
seeds every day. Currently, he is seriously injured and 
extremely weak. 

 

3. Practitioners Forced to Shell  
Sunflower Seeds  

 
1. Xi Lilin, Xing Yuangui, Xiao Yanhong, Li 

Baosheng, Zheng Fenru, Yao Yongqiang, Zhu 
Huilan, and Ma Jun, residents of Lanzhou City, 
Gansu Province 

2. Wang Desheng, resident of Yinchuan City, 
Ningxia Province 

3. Lu Xiangdong, resident of Tongxin County, 
Ningxia Province 

 

Many Falun Gong practitioners detained at 
the Xiguoyuan Detention Center, Lanzhou City, are 
forced to do hard labor without compensation. Each 
practitioner is required to shell 1.5 – 2 kg. (3.3-4.4 
lbs.) of sunflower seeds every day. They are required 
to work 17 hours a day, from 7 a.m. to 12 a.m.. They 
are not allowed to sit, kneel on the floor, or stand up. 
They are forced to squat to do the labor. They have to 
continue shelling after lunch and cannot go to bed if 
the work is not finished. Their hands bleed from 
shelling for extended periods of time. The cell leader 
continuously abuses and beats them. Some 
practitioners have been detained for over three 
months. 
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Wanjia Labor Camp 
 
Location: Wanjia Labor Camp, Harbin City,  
Heilongjiang Province 

 
Since December 14, 1999, thousands of Falun 

Gong practitioners have been sent to the Wanjia La-
bor Camp because they would not give up their belief 
in Falun Gong.  

 
Falun Gong practitioners are forced to sleep on 

wet weed mats that were stored in the snow during 
the winter. Some are forced to sleep on the ground 
and many are deprived of sleep altogether. Most of the 
practitioners at the labor camp have scabies on their 
bodies and have been suffering from scabies for a long 
time. They also have endured intense itching from the 
scabies, and have lost of sleep at night. Yet, they are 
still overloaded with work and are tortured every day.  

 
The police officers in the camp torture practitio-

ners using the most disgraceful means and often 
abuse their authority. Severe beatings, cursing, and 
starvation are common methods of torture used on 
practitioners. 

 
The Wanjia Labor Camp uses solitary confine-

ment compartments to hold Falun Gong practitioners. 
The compartments are about 1.3 meters wide and 2.2 
meters long (some are 1.5 meters high), cold and wet. 
Some practitioners have been locked in those solitary 
compartments for over 10 months. They are not al-
lowed to take baths, or to wash their clothes. They are 
also not allowed to talk or meet with their families. 
They are forced to sleep on the cold floor. They are 
usually starved and they are often cursed and beaten. 

 
It is a common practice to arbitrarily extend 

the detention terms of the Falun Gong practitioners 
held in the labor camp. In addition, the practitioners 
are hung up so their feet cannot touch the ground and 
are then beaten. They are forced to work long hours, 
during which time they are physically abused by being 
electrically shocked or kicked. They are even tied to 
an iron chair for a long period. The female practitio-
ners are often sexually abused and raped. Because of 
this severe torture, more than ten practitioners have 
died.  

 

1. Forced to Work with Poisonous Mate-
rials without Proper Protection 

 
Qu Fengqing, female, 57, home address: No. 32 Jian-
cao Street, Dongli District, Harbin City, Heilongjiang 
Province 

 
Ms. Qu Fengqing was detained in the No. 2 De-

tention Center in Harbin City for 81 days. Then she 
was transferred to the Wanjia Labor Camp. In the la-
bor camp, she was forced to do heavy labor such as 
loading and unloading trucks. For the night shift, she 
had to work past midnight. For the day shift, she had 
to work until 10 p.m.. She was also forced to make 
slippers, which exposed her to poisonous adhesives 
without proper protection. 

 
2. Forced to Work 20 Hours a Day  

without Breaks 
 

Ms. Bao, female, from Jilin Province 
 

In late 2000, and early 2001, Ms. Bao and other 
practitioners were forced to work from 4 a.m. to 12 a.
m. the next morning without a break. They were only 
allowed to use the toilet twice a day. They were not 
given time to wash their faces or brush their teeth. 
The guard of Unit No. 4, Wang Jing, often forced 
practitioners to listen to anti-Falun Gong 
brainwashing propaganda against their will until       
1 a.m. or 2 a.m. in the morning after finishing their 
work. Ms. Bao and other practitioners often had to 
wash dishes and clothes for the guards and their 
families. 

 

3. Forced to Make Slippers for Export to 
Japan  

 
Huang Ming, female, 39, home address: #848 Qilun-
sidao Street, Dongli District, Harbin City, Heilongji-
ang Province 
 

Ms. Huang Ming was sent to the Wanjia Labor 
Camp and forced to do intensive work making slippers 
for export to Japan. The glue used was toxic, and it 
made her hands and face itch. She and other 
practitioners were forced to work every day from  5 a.
m. to 9 p.m.. They were only given a few minutes for 
meals and use of the toilet; no other breaks were 
permitted. Sometimes they were even forced to 
continue to work the night shift. The space for 
sleeping was no more than 18 cm. wide (about 7 
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inches) and there was not enough room for them to 
extend their legs. They had to sleep sideways and they 
were not allowed to turn their bodies while sleeping, 
and could not use the toilet at night. Socks could only 
be washed twice a month. The practitioners were not 
allowed to use the restroom or drink water without 
permission. They were forced to work without 
compensation, but they had to sign false documents 
that claimed they were paid. 

 

 

Yitong Autonomous County  
Detention Center 

 
Location: Jilin Province 
 
Forced to Make Handcrafted Birds 

 
Falun Gong practitioners detained in the 

Yitong Autonomous County Detention Center, Jilin 
Province, are forced to make handcrafted birds (made 
with stem pith, wrapped in foam, with bark, wings, 
and tail feathers) for export. They are forced to work 
for extended hours, from early morning to late at 
night. Sometimes, when there is a rush order, they 
will be even forced to work three or four days in a row 
without sleeping. The guards closely watch the 
practitioners and beat anyone whose work slows down 
because of their exhaustion. Not only do the guards 
often beat Falun Gong practitioners, they also 
instigate other inmates to beat practitioners. The 
torturers look for the slightest excuse to beat Falun 
Gong practitioners. 

 

 
Shandong Women's Labor Camp 

 
Location: Jinan City, Shandong Province. Telephone 
number: 86-531-8931747 
 
Forced to Work with Toxic Materials 

 

At the Shandong Women's Labor Camp, Falun 
Gong practitioners are forced to work from 6 a.m. to 
11 p.m., including weekends and holidays. They have 
to sit at their workstation all day and are permitted 
only a few minutes for lunch and dinner. The food is of 
poor quality and the portions are very small. They are 
rarely allowed to take a break during the day, except 
for going to the restroom. Because of the long hours of 
sitting without moving, most of them have developed 

edema (swelling due to lack of vital fluid to cell tissues 
in body cavities) in their feet and legs. Many 
practitioners are weakened by the hard labor and 
intolerable conditions. At the beginning of April 2001, 
more than half of the practitioners showed symptoms 
of intoxication from working with noxious chemicals. 
They vomited and had diarrhea, indicating signs of 
systemic poisoning. 

 

Xinan Labor Camp 
 
Location: Xinan Labor Camp, Beijing  

 

Cute Toy Rabbits Belie Suffering in  
Chinese Labor Camps 

 

Jennifer Zeng, female, 35, from China, now lives in 
Sydney, Australia, waiting for her refugee status to be 
assessed 
 
              Falun Gong practitioner Ms. Jennifer Zeng 
was detained for 12 months in Beijing’s Xinan Labor 
Camp, where beatings, electric shocks and sleep depri-
vation were all part of the re-education program for 
Falun Gong practitioners. She and about 130 other 
prisoners were forced to make 100,000 long-eared, 
buck-toothed toy rabbits, bearing the Nestle brand. 
They were told that each rabbit would be sold for 
about six Australian cents (U.S. $0.03). The labor 
camp took all the money and the prisoners received no 
compensation. Ms. Zeng and the other prisoners were 
forced to begin work each day at 5:30 a.m. and con-
tinue until early the next day, seven days a week. The 
prisoners were not permitted to sleep for more than 
three or four hours between shifts.  
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Shuanghe Labor Camp  
 
Location: 

1. The Shuanghe Labor Camp, Qiqihar City, 
Heilongjiang Province 

2. The Northern Siyou Chemical Factory, Qiqi-
har City, Heilongjiang Province 

 
 
The Northern Siyou Chemical Factory in Qiqi-

har City of Heilongjiang Province, is a private enter-
prise. While colluding with the authorities at the 
Northern Siyou Chemical Factory, the authorities of 
the Shuanghe Labor Camp abused its power by forc-
ing Falun Gong practitioners to work long hours for 
the chemical factory. The labor camp received money 
for the work performed by the practitioners. 

 
Every day Falun Gong practitioners were 

forced by the labor camp guards to walk a long dis-
tance to the factory. It did not matter if it was raining 
in summer or if there was a heavy snow in winter. 
When approaching the factory, one could smell a re-
pulsive smell of chemicals far from the factory. The 
environment was very dirty in the factory and the job 
required heavy manual labor. During work hours, a 
heavy cloud of the chemical powders hung over the 
entire workshop, and one’s clothes, eyebrows, and eye-
lashes were soon covered with the powder. Even cov-
ering the mouth with several facemasks, one still had 
a running nose and tearful eyes. These chemicals were 
extremely harmful to the workers’ health: Some 
workers’ eyes and faces became reddish and swollen; 
some workers developed dry and cracked skin; some 
had nose-bleeds; some had reddish skin; some female 
workers lost their menstrual periods for several 
months, some even for an entire year. The factory did 
not have any working safety system, each worker was 
only provided with one work suit, one facemask, and 
no gloves. The regulation stated that safety equip-
ment must be used while producing the pesticides, but 
the factory never provided such equipment. The prac-
titioners requested many times that the factory 
should install shower equipment, but the authorities 
disregarded their requests.  

 
The practitioners were forced to work overtime 

every day, and forced to work even on holidays and 
weekends. Whenever pesticides were in great demand, 
the factory and the labor camp forced the practitioners 
to get up before 5 a.m., and did not allow time for 
them to wash their face and brush their teeth. After 
spending only minutes for a minimal breakfast, they 
walked to the factory and started to work. There was 

only half an hour break during lunchtime. They were 
not allowed to leave the factory until after 11 p.m.. 
Some criminals from the labor camp were so tired that 
they cried out loud; some then slipped onto the ground 
and fell asleep. Sometimes they were not allowed to 
take showers after going back to the labor camp if the 
police officer on duty was in a bad mood. During the 
summer, it was so hot in the factory that the sweat 
wetted the chemical powder and it stuck to the skin, 
which made one’s skin very painful. When the sweat 
evaporated, the skin was painful as well as itchy. 

 
 
Majialong and Qingyunpu  

Detention Centers 
 
Location:  

1. Majialong Detention Center, Jiujiang City, Ji-
angxi Province 

2. Qingyunpu Detention Center, Nanchang City, 
Jiangxi Province 
 

Male Falun Gong practitioners detained in the 
Majialong Detention Center are forced to make 
tungsten for light bulbs from 6:30 a.m. to 11 p.m..  

 

Female Falun Gong practitioners detained in 
the Qingyunpu Detention Center are forced to make 
plastic flowers from 6 a.m. to 10 p.m.  

 

No practitioner is ever paid for his or her work. 
Only subsistence meals are provided. Anyone who 
refuses to work the required hours is beaten by the 
guards. 
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Jiangbei District  
Detention Center 

 
Location: Jiangbei District Detention Center is 
located in Chongqing City, Sichuan Province 

 

Falun Gong practitioners in the Jiangbei 
District Detention Center are forced to fold paper 
boxes for medicine. The boxes are labeled “Medicine 
for Relieving Fever and Stopping Headaches,” “Made 
in the Chongqing Yaoyou Medicine Manufacturing 
Company.” The workload would be increased as the 
“worker” became more skilled, with 500 for the first 
day, 1,000 the second day, 1,500 the third day, 2,000 
the fourth day, 2,000 and 3,000 from the fifth day on. 
Those who could not finish would not be allowed to 
sleep until the quota was fulfilled. Anyone who made 
a mistake in making the boxes would be forced to 
swallow the defective box.  

 

 

Tumuji Labor Camp 
 
 
 

Location: Tumuji Labor Camp is located in Zhalaite 
County, Xing’an City, Neimenggu Province 

 

Over 100 female Falun Gong practitioners have 
been detained at the Tumuji Labor Camp. This labor 
camp has a large farm, and all the required 
machinery to do farming. However, the camp officials 
force the Falun Gong practitioners to do all the 
planting and harvesting without machines to save the 
wear and tear on the machines and the cost to operate 
them. To garner more income, the camp also forces 
the practitioners to work for the local residents. To 
earn monetary rewards from higher authorities for 
"transforming" Falun Gong practitioners, guards at 
the labor camp actively seek to torture practitioners to 
force them to renounce Falun Gong. Practitioners are 
often severely beaten. They are stripped naked, and 
then kicked and punched. One practitioner was 
shocked by an electric baton forced into her vagina. 
Many practitioners have had their teeth knocked out, 
and some have had their faces beaten, swollen, and 
distorted out of shape to the point that they have 
difficulty opening their mouths to eat. To prevent any-
one outside the labor camp from knowing anything 
about the horrifying torture, the camp prohibits any 
visits by family members. 
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